
the last time, in the blood of 
Jesus Christ? The priest, al-
ways the priest. And if that 
soul comes to the point of 
death, who will raise it up, 
who will restore it to calmness 
and peace? Again the priest. 
You cannot recall one single 
blessing from God without 
finding, side by side with this 
recollection, the image of the 
priest.  The priest is not a 
priest for himself; he does not 
give himself absolution; he 
does not administer the Sacra-
ments to himself. He is not for 
himself, he is for you. When 
people wish to destroy reli-
gion, they begin by attacking 
the priest, because where there 
is no longer any priest there is 
no sacrifice, and where there is 
no longer any sacrifice there is 
no religion.” 

Today, please pray for Fr 
Eloi, and for all God’s 
priests.  

Welcome to Fr John 
Walsh who is celebrating 
Masses this Saturday and 
Sunday in our churches, 
while I am in Ars for the 
Ordination to the priest-
hood of Eloi Benet. 

The Ordination of a priest 
is a marvellous event, and 
the liturgy of Ordination is 
full of rich symbols which 
help to convey the sublime 
thing which is happening. 
The presentation of the 
candidate by the Rector of 
the seminary who has been 
in charge of the new 
priest’s training; the pros-
tration of the one to be 
ordained before the altar 
with the singing of the lita-
ny of saints; the laying on 
of hands by the Bishop and 
also all the priests present; 
the anointing of the hands; 
the vesting in priests vest-
ments; and the handing 

over of the chalice and 
paten to the new 
priest...All of these are so 
significant, showing not 
only what the priest is to 
do but who he now is: the 
Sacramental presence of 
Jesus in a man. 

St John Vianney, the Curé 
of Ars, spoke very clearly 
and movingly of the priest-
hood. In spite of his per-
sonal humility, he believed 
firmly in the greatness of 
the priesthood: 

“If we had not the Sacrament 
of Orders, we should not have 
Our Lord. Who placed Him 
there, in that tabernacle? It 
was the priest. Who was it 
that received your soul, on its 
entrance into life? The priest. 
Who nourishes it, to give it 
strength to make its pilgrim-
age? The priest. Who will 
prepare it to appear before 
God, by washing that soul, for 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St Josemaría Escrivá 

1902-1975 
From the age of 16, Jose-
maría had an inkling that 
God wanted something 
special from him. He went 
to seminary and was or-
dained priest at the age of 
23. Once he was ordained, 
Josemaría took up further 
study of law in Madrid. 
While there he engaged in 
pastoral work with the 

poor, and with young and 
professional people. It was 
from this that finally he 
knew what God wanted of 
him: to found a ‘way’ 
which would help profes-
sional lay people become 
holy through their ordinary 
lives. So was born Opus 
Dei, to which was later 
added the priestly Society 
of the Holy Cross.  He was 
canonised in 2002. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
No Confessions this week 
Confessions as normal next week 

Saturday 24th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Mark Foden 

Sunday 25th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Catherine & Leonard Johnson 

Twelfth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Norris & Hewitt Families 

the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

Monday 26th  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Feria       

Tuesday 27th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St Cyril of Alexandria 9.15am    Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Wednesday 28th    6.30pm Vigil Mass of the Feast Holy Souls 

St Irenaeus       

Thursday 29th  9.30am   Holy Mass  Holy Souls 

SS PETER & PAUL 11.00am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

   2.15pm  Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

  6.30pm   Holy Mass Private Intention 

Friday 30th   9.30am  Holy Mass Private Intention 

First Martyrs of Rome       

Saturday 1st 9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

Our Lady   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Ellen & George McHugh 

Sunday 2nd                9.00am    Holy Mass  Joe Bergna 

Thirteenth Sunday    11.00am   Holy Mass  Arthur & Sarah Holmes 

of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

July: Month of the Precious blood of jesus 
To understand the meaning of the Precious Blood we must get some comprehension of 
the gravity of sin, of the awfulness of offending God, because it required the Blood of the 
Son of God to forgive that sin. We are living in an age in which to sin has become fash-
ionable. This veneration of the Precious Blood, which is the first element in our devotion 
to the Precious Blood means that we have a deep sensitivity to the awfulness of sin. Sin 
must be terrible. It must be awful. It must be the most dreadful thing in the universe. 
Why? Because it cost the living God in human form the shedding of His Blood. 

Lord Jesus, You became Man in order by your Passion and Death and the draining of your Blood on 
the Cross, might prove to us how much You, our God, love us. Protect us, dear Jesus, from ever run-
ning away from the sight of blood. Strengthen our weak human wills so that we will not only not 
run away from the cross, but welcome every opportunity to shed our blood in spirit in union with 
your Precious Blood, so that, dying to ourselves in time we might live with You in Eternity. Amen 
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lay evangelist from the USA, is com-
ing to England for his Mercy Tour. 
Reboot! is a fun and inspiring event 
showing the beauty of the Catholic 
Faith and its ability to answer the 
needs of your life today. Reboot! is at 
St Catherine’s Church, Birmingham 
on Monday 17th July from 7pm. Not 
enough interest has been shown for 
the coach, so we’ll be going by mini-
bus. Cost is £10 adults, and £5 stu-
dents. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
A group of parishioners is going to 
the Divine Renovation Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-
enham from 18th to 19th October. If 
you would like to join us please see 
Fr Julian.  

RENOVATION 
Alpha Male Our men only Alpha is 
off to a great start. We’re meeting 
once again this Saturday at the Cush-
ion pub on Broadfield Road, Gold-
enhill 10am to 12noon. It’d be great 
to see any new men there!  

English Martyrs’ Alpha Our Bid-
dulph Alpha is up and running now 
on Wednesday evenings at 7pm at 
English Martyrs’ Church, in the 
meeting room. A welcome is offered 
to everyone. So please do come 
along, and also invite others to come 
and discover the friendship, fellow-
ship, good food, great video presen-
tation and discussion. 

Reboot! Chris Stefanick, a Catholic 

St Peter & St Paul The feast of St 
Peter and St Paul is a Holy Day of 
Obligation, when Catholics should 
make every effort to attend Mass. 
Please see the weekly Mass list oppo-
site for Masses which fulfil the obliga-
tion. 

First Holy Communions Please 
pray for the children who will be 
receiving First Holy Communion at 
our parish churches on Saturday 1st 
and Sunday 2nd July. Please also pray 
for the children preparing for First 
Confessions on 6th July. 

Adoration Day at St Patrick’s 
There will be an afternoon of prayer 
for vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life at St Patrick’s on Friday 
7th July. Exposition begins at 
12.30pm and continues until Bene-
diction before Mass at 5.45pm. 

Fit for Function—Fit for the 
Future The Archdiocese of Birming-
ham are organising a day of infor-
mation for people involved in parish 
fundraising and finance. Fr Julian and 
Teresa are going to the day, which is 
on Thursday 20th July, from 9.30am 
to 3.30pm at Ss Mary & John’s, Snow 
Hill, Wolverhampton. If you are 
willing to come along please contact 
Fr Julian this week. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome The 
pilgrimage to Rome for secondary 

school age children and sixth for-
mers. There has had to be a change to 
plans, and this pilgrimage will now 
be during the Easter holidays next 
year.  We need to get a good idea of 
who is definitely going so please con-
tact Fr Julian. The next planning 
meeting will be on Sunday 16th July 
at 5pm at St Joseph’s.  

Fundraising for Rome: Chinese 
Meal A Meal has been organised at 
Buffet Fever, Scotia Rd, Tunstall 
(access via Woodland Street & Retail 
Park) on Wednesday 5th July at 7pm. 
Cost is £12.50 per person. For a tick-
et please contact Cathy Hancock on 
07929213849. Sponsored Walk 
We will be having a sponsored walk 
around Knypersley Pool and Country 
Park on Saturday 8th July.  

The Commission 2017 FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students) are organising a Catholic 
leadership conference for young peo-
ple at St Mary’s University Twicken-
ham from Sunday 9th to Wednesday 
12th July. The cost is £120 (though 
this may be subsidised if someone 
cannot afford but wishes to go). Fr 
Julian is a guest for the event and will 
be travelling, so travel will be free of 
charge for parishioners. See 
www.commission17.com and/or 
speak to Fr Julian for more details. 

St Patrick’s Garden Party The 
Garden Party is taking place this Sat-
urday,  1st July from 2pm until 4pm. 
Please bring saleable items to church 
before the day or even on the day. 
Anyone wishing to help with a stall 
or refreshments, please volunteer. 
Hamper raffle tickets will be on sale 
today after Mass. Let’s make the Gar-
den Party a really enjoyable day. 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 28th June 
at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 2pm. Tea, 
coffee and biscuits for just a £2. If 
you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. New 
members are always welcome; if you 
know of anyone who might benefit, 
please suggest coming along to them. 

Partnership BBQ Change of date: 
The Partnership BBQ will now take 
place on Sunday 13th August as a 
celebration of Our Lady’s Assump-
tion and the summer break. The time 
is the same: 1pm to 3pm. Let’s make 
it a date! 

St Joseph’s Catholic 
Academy 

Goldenhill 

The Directors of the Newman 
Catholic Collegiate are seeking to 
appoint a new PRINCIPAL for St 
Joseph’s Academy Goldenhill to 
begin in January 2018. Salary 
range is L15 to L21. To request 
an information pack and applica-
tion form, or to arrange a school 
visit, please contact Mrs K Wil-
son on 01782 883004 or email 
kwilson@smwca.org.uk The 
closing date for applications is 
Thursday 13th July (noon), and 
interviews will take place on 19th 
July 2017. 



Entrance Antiphon: The Lord is the strength of 
his people, a saving refuge for the one he has 
anointed. Save your people, Lord, and bless 
your heritage, and govern them for ever. 
Psalm Response: In your great love, answer 
me, O God. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] The 
Word was made flesh and lived among us; to 
all who did accept him he gave power to be-
come children of God. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface and Eucharistic Prayer Priest’s choice 
Acclamation:  When we... 
Communion Antiphon: The eyes of all look to 
you, Lord, and you give them their food in 
due season. 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£360.25, Non Gift Aid £177.59. 
Total £537.84. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £200.00, Non 
Gift Aid £188.00. Total £388.00.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £238.00, Non 
Gift Aid £132.67. Total £370.67. 
Second Collections: This week   
will be the Peter’s Pence collection 
for the Holy See. 

Collection for Eloi’s ordination 
Thanks to everyone who contributed 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 10:26-33   

Our commitment to Christ will be put to the test. “Do not be 
afraid,” Jesus assures us three times in today’s Gospel. Though He 
may permit us to suffer for our faith, our Father will never forget or 
abandon us. As Jesus assures us today, everything unfolds in His 
Providence, under His watchful gaze—even the falling of the tiniest 
sparrow to the ground. Each one of us is precious to Him. By the gra-
cious gift of himself, Jesus bore the transgressions of the world, Paul 
tells us in today’s Epistle. In rising from the dead, He has shown us 
that God rescues the life of the poor, that He does not spurn His own 
when they are in distress. In His great mercy, He will turn toward 
us, as well. He will deliver us from the power of the wicked. That is 
why we proclaim His name from the housetops, as Jesus tells us. That 
is why we sing praise and offer thanksgiving in every Eucharist. We 
are confident in Jesus’ promise—that we who declare our faith in 
Him before others will be remembered before our heavenly Father͘ 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
The next Parish Priest’s surgery 
hour, when Fr Julian can be seen for 
any arrangements or enquiries, is on 
Monday 26th June at 7pm. 

to Eloi’s ordination presentation. We 
collected £950, which will be pre-
sented to Fr Eloi today in Ars. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.25 T Bickerton; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.127 C Smith; 3rd Prize £5, No. 
195 B McGough . This months draw: 
1st Prize £75, 117 M Meaney; 2nd 
Prize £50, No.31 A Sproston; 3rd 
Prize £25, No.126 R Jones. Just a 
Reminder that  monthly subs are due 
next week. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. Flying from 
Manchester to Rome, we will stay at 
the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome for 4 
nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole in 
Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes the 
Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room supplement is £150. 
Half board basis. For bookings or 
enquiries please contact the parish 
office. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are for: 
English Martyrs: Mary & Roy, Collette 
& John 
St John’s: Jean Hodgkinson (speedy 
recovery); Peter Giannasi (RIP) 
St Joseph’s: Gladys Summerfield 
The lamp burns all week—donation £5. 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 729            THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Hednesford Pilgrimage The Di-
ocesan shrine to Our Lady of Lourdes 
is at Hednesford. The annual pilgrim-
age is on Sunday 2nd July starting at 
1pm. The afternoon includes Rosary, 
Mass and Blessed Sacrament Proces-
sion. There will be a coach leaving St 
John’s, Kidsgrove at 12noon; the cost 
is £8 adults and £4 under 16’s. Bring 
your own packed lunch. To book a 
place please contact your APC repre-
sentative. 

Birmingham Oratory and St 
Chads Cathedral Pilgrimage The 
pilgrimage will be on Saturday 15th 
July 2017 starting with Mass at the 

Oratory at 11.00am, followed by a 
guided tour of the Oratory, venera-
tion of the Relic of Blessed John Hen-
ry Newman, Lunch (bring a packed 
lunch) and then on to the Cathedral. 
Will depart Birmingham at 4.30pm. 
The cost is £10. To book a place 
please contact your APC representa-
tive. 

Raffle Tickets for Compassion 
Kitchen Project If you had raffle 
tickets from the Sisters could any 
outstanding stubs, money and unsold 
tickets be returned to the parish of-
fice before the 30th June so that they 


